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FREMANTLEMEDIA 
NORTH AMERICA, INC., § 

§ 
Plaintiff, § 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

AUSTIN DIVISION 

v. § Civil Action No. 

BENELUX CORPORATION and § Jury Trial Demanded 
ATHANASES STAMATOPOULOS, § 

§ 
Defendants. § 

PLAINTIFF'S ORIGINAL COMPLAINT 

FremantleMedia North America, Inc. ("Fremantle" or "Plaintiff) files this its Original 

Complaint against Benelux Corporation and Athanases Stamatopoulos (collectively 

"Defendants") and would respectfully show the Court as follows: 

I. 
PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff FremantleMedia North America, Inc. is a Delaware corporation with its 

principal place of business in Santa Monica, California. 

2. Defendant Benelux Corporation is a corporation organized under the laws of the 

State of Texas and doing business in the State of Texas. Defendant Benelux Corporation has its 

principal place of business in Austin, Texas. Benelux Corporation may be served with process 

through its registered agent, Athanases Stamatopoulos located at Gaines Mill Cove, Austin, 

Texas 78745. 
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3. Defendant Athanases Stamatopoulos is an individual residing in Travis County, 

Texas and is the sole owner and director of Defendant Benelux Corporation. Defendant 

Athanases Stamatopoulos may be served with process at Gaines Mill Cove, Austin, Texas 78745. 

II. 
JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

4. The United States District Court for the Western District of Texas has jurisdiction 

over this action pursuant to the provisions of 28 U.S.C. § 1331 in that this matter is a civil action 

arising under the Constitution, laws, or treaties of the United States, This action involves federal 

trademark rights, federal Lanham Act violations, and other federal causes of action. 

5. This Court also has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to the provisions of 28 

U.S.C. § 1332 in that this matter is a civil action between citizens of different states wherein the 

amount in controversy is believed to exceed the sum of $75,000, exclusive of interest and cost. 

Plaintiff is a Delaware corporation with its principal place of business in Santa Monica, 

California. Defendants are residents of the State of Texas and are doing business in Texas. 

Defendants also do business in Travis County, Texas, and a substantial part Defendants' acts and 

conduct giving rise to the claims herein occurred in Travis County, Texas. 

III. 
FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

6. The mark AMERICAN IDOL is a federally registered trademark owned by 

FremantleMedia. For example, FremantleMedia owns U.S. Trademark Registration No. 

2,715,725 for the stylized mark AMERICAN IDOL issued May 13, 2003, for entertainment 

services in the nature of a continuing television talent show and U.S. Trademark Registration No. 

2,751,431 for the word mark AMERICAN IDOL issued August 12, 2003 for entertainment 

services in the nature of a continuing television talent show. Copies of U.S. Trademark 

Registration No. 2,715,725 and U.S. Trademark Registration No. 2,751,431 are attached hereto 
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as Exhibits A and B, respectively. U.S. Trademark Registration No. 2,715,725 and U.S. 

Trademark Registration No. 2,751,431 are valid, subsisting, and in full force and effect. 

7. In addition, FremantleMedia owns over 40 other pending federal trademark 

applications or issued federal trademark registrations for the mark AMERICAN IDOL including, 

but not limited to, U.S. Trademark Registration Nos. 3,142,771; 3,101,422; 2,863,808; 

2,951,733; 2,955,077 (stylized); 2,959,920; 3,037,638; 3,062,247 (stylized); 3,064,528; 

3,114,786; 3,146,138 (stylized); 3,181,455; 3,204,113; 3,257,662; 3,295,322; 3,319,294; 

3,330,238; 3,330,275; 3,342,055; 3,353,040; 3,416,143; 3,350,013; 3,353,263; 3,357,980; 

3,366,823. 

8. The trademark AMERICAN IDOL® is associated exclusively with 

FremantleMedia for use in connection with entertainment services directed to talent 

competitions. FremantleMedia has used the trademark AMERICAN IDOL® in interstate 

commerce continuously since at least 2002. As a result of FremantleMedia's marketing of its 

products and services and the extensive advertising and other business generation efforts to 

promote the trademark AMERICAN IDOL®, FremantleMedia's television talent show 

"American Idol," has met with great success resulting in the trademark AMERICAN IDOL® 

becoming well-known and famous in the Austin metropolitan area, the State of Texas, the United 

States, and globally as identifying FremantleMedia's entertainment services. Consequently, 

FremantleMedia has developed substantial recognition among the consuming public for its high 

quality entertainment services offered in connection with its trademark AMERICAN IDOL® and 

has acquired and enjoys a valuable reputation and significant goodwill associated with its 

trademark AMERICAN IDOL® and services provided in connection with its trademark 

AMERICAN IDOL®. 
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